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1, Methods, that Dr... St, fo affefts in. his late 

Diſcourſe concerning the Nature and 
..._ . - ., Grounds of, the, Certainty. of Faith, 
in which he pretends to Anſwer the Catholick Let- 
ters, maj have rais d. Bxpeftation in, many. indiffe- 
rene. men, and Triumph in ſome of his. Partial 
Almirers.; wherefore,, to ſtay. the Appetites. of the 
former, , and. give. fame-\ check to the qvereween- 
"ing of the later ; I thought it fitting to ſay ſomthing 
bere by way of Preface, to. give our Readers a ſhart 
Account of bis main Perfarmances in that Diſcourſe, 
£;ll I come to-publiſh a Compleat dn/wer. to the whole. 
What I affirna.of it, and wadertgke to make $00d, jis5 
... 1, That he. ſo ſtramgely prevaricates from the whole 
buſineſs We are. about; that he even forgets we. are 
Writing Controveſy ;. and would turn the Palemle 
Yah A 2 Ca 


"To. the Reader. 


cal Contelt i mn _ we are ( {5 bs EY Diſdue 
"School aring the Reader in band, 
ns we pray, 1" of f Faith, as br Divine, 
of all the Intrinſ1cal Requiſi ites toit, as it is ſuch, 
® none of them be i{{oltrevented between us, and 
in 4 them are ni onely Knowable by GOD 


ett * may 4/cegn ow i im- 


Je rf +. or ' apy ngiuliving, 
oy a4 nieh ws Jo. as theſe into our Proofe S, Or Are 
guments; , and how unpardonable an irc T: 


alledge themin'our Circumſtances. The 'Ugry 
tmire'(1fay) of Controverſy, ' obliges and reſtr 
us both to ſpeak of Faith pon hos wig to what is 
to tinea between the Contending” arties ; and 
Tt nature” fent "Con teſt,” which is about (an 
Aofolpttely* nd 4 Ni6 this matter of Fa, 
that Ne fd his Apoſtles did Teach the Doc- 
trines we'Profeſs, Herermines ws both to * ſpeak of Dis 
Vine Faith preciſely as it ſtangs under uch a Rule, 
xe ng 'onr Fark. tous, as deliver d by Cheift, 
aut proving jt'to'be his genuin Doftrin. 

2. That, whatever the Big Letters in his Title 
priteng , "he "either *ſhews from the Mature of 
Faith, 46 it lies wnder "our Conſideration, * that it 
s rot need the Perſeft Certainty We require ; "nr 
rl the Certatnty he aſ{ignes to make us adbere 
to it as True, is not Perfeft Uncertainty; 
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\ 46: does; capt hurting; 8he flirt? Ground of the 


zurhopt hs; "4 which [CGreati 


Wiame has imprinted all Truths ; but: 0 0h yi 


a1 ,'i\or [ndou bring woo wk : 


hich ou neceſſariybe Unldeady, when the Know- 
dedge of thoſe This) > -dogs\ wt Fix" them... Plrti- 
orderly (which enore <lofely "wouches" our" preſent | Con- 


troverſy) the hc os he ' ſubſtitutes to that ad- 
vanc't by.us, which excludes Deception, is imp/ſte 
thle ta: be manifeſted by \Ourward" "Arguments t0 0» 


thers,/ Wing only his ow fateriour : *Cutisfa&tion Or 


Offnion ; | which, 2s i is {nvilible, © /o it may, in 
Diſputes, be, with juſt ſes, Rejected by any man 
at. bis pleaſure, 

\Laftly, Whertds te' (pretend to lay: Gzonunds 
ſot-the Abſolute Certainty of Faith,” he ſhall nes 
ver be able to ſhew he has laid any one G2ound 
thus. \Certain (which is what be Setended) worthy . 
the Nanie+ of 'a :G20u0d; for the "only Point in + 
debate ;/ viz. That Chriſt and'his Ap oftles taught 
thus: or .thus ; but- inſlead thereof, Fy feeble Foun» 
dations, as leave Chriſtian Faith, whoſe Truth de- 
fends neceſſarily upon. the Truth of Chriſt's Teach- 
ing/-r, = the , opprobrious and ſcandalous condition of 
being poſſibly (or perhaps) Falſe. 'In a word, 
Þe-.as to ſhew the Abſolute Certainty of his Grounds 
f Faith, - and be ſo handles the matter, that one would * 
think 
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think, inſtead of ſhewing.:them,: be ws Þewing this ; 
LY, gO# fs .equ /o-none needs 


The reff of bis: pr Bi fits phy, of '. 
pertinent af Jons,, . difongihneous Cavils, witty Avtie 
dances of .any Rubithat fbould-hinder ihis:Diſtourſe from 

. ſliding, on. ſmgathly.' ; bis "myſtakes-(whither Sincere or | 

fefted the Reader is to-judge) are numberleſs, F: 

feon ful. jeſts frequent, and. either meer Trifles, or | 

built upon .. Chimaraes; of 'his own Ininti, Al 

which. deliver:d in Poignant aid Smart Language, 
give a pretty tang of Gayity and Briskneſs to bis Dif. 
curſes, .and counterfeit a" Kind of livelmeſs of Reaſon; - 
when as T dare avonch, and ſhall make it good, be has 

US Single. Argunient. that is Pertinent and. Sin- 

 Cere. .m the whole Courſe: of his Anſwer.” T Peſc 

his Omiſlions, . which are bath very many, and muſt 
important ; as likewiſe how he does not take: ro 
verſarjzs Diſcourſe End-wayes,' as -1 did His; nor - 
gives, the due force to,chis' Arguments; but' Skips up 
and down, here and there, Skimming off ' the Super- 
ficial part of them by Playing upon his Words, with- 
cut regarding. the full. Senſe; that ſo be might make 

a more. plauſible mock» ſhew of an Anſwer, Laſtly, 

his Evaſions , - as is the-natural Progreſs 'of Non 

pluſt 'E crour, are ſtill worſe and worſe, and 
are Confured by being Deteted. "Tis eaſy to dif 
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"| «@m 4 bis | Eipreſſ ons he is mark Fit and out 
£ z nor can 1 blame "tis £00 
i B {vere @ Tryal of Patience, for a "Xn of his great 
'.Þ Abilities and Authority, to 'be fo cloſely gt to ſhew 
- B tis Grounds why be Holds it xrne da Þbich i 


"| * S/2 Impoſſible to be FallfKdHe. 
| tends to, was indeed Chriſts ikkize,. 
" = to find 1 linſaf utterly unſuriſh't with OL nears > _ 
to. perform it. "0 
But I have reaſon to hope there will need no more to © Y 
let the Reader ſee that all that Gliſters in the Drs. 
\  Writtings is not Gold, but his carriage inthis Sermon 
of bis which-I now come to examine ; and to make bim 
judge, that, if_be hath dealt ſo deluively with his Aus 
a eter be fo ke out of the Pulpit in God's Name, 
| be will ſcarce behave himſelf more ſincerely towards 
me, when he. ſpeaks in his own. 
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 Catholick Lerrer. 


Gentlemen, 


Hen Controverſies are. Preach't. 
out of Pulpits, every. Well- 
meaning. Hearer 1s apt to cons. 

| ceit, that what founds thence. is; 
to be receiy'd asa Yoice from Heaven.:. Too great Dif 
advantage to. be admitted by a Perſon, concern'g, .who; 
judges Fs able to ſhew '*tis but a falſe Zccho :, eſpecially; 


' When he ſees this foreſtalling the. World by a Sermon, 1s 


a meer preparation to turn the Queſtion quite off. the Hin- 

e&s.; and, withal, as the Pref | | 
from the handling one ſingle Point, whichibears all the 
reſt along with it, to the debating; of -yyay g,..none of, 
which can be decided, till Thar be firſt: clear'} Hence 
 eſteem'd it not only a Juſtice to my; ſelf, but a-Chriſtian 
Duty to others, to. Addreſs my Defence to. You, his, Ay, 


I have reaſon to hope this Diſcourſe , will, keep your, 
Thoughts Tmpartial; which done, I will defire no other., 
Umpire of our Conteſt,, at preſent, but your ſelves. ,, .;, 
\'g.2: It being the Chief and, moſt Preciſe Duty of 
a Controvertiſt to ſecure the 7ruth of Chriſtian Faith , 


B and 


intimates, to. bring, it, 


diroty; who ( Ifear ) were. led ina Errours by many; ci. 
particulars in that Sermon, relating to;our Controverſy. - 


and this not being poſſible to be done, without proving i 
it 7rue That Chriſt or his Apoſtles taught'it : hence, ut 
hasever been my Endeavour to eftabtith thar Fundarnens - 
tal Verity tn the firft place;-by fertling fome Merhod 
that might ſecure it, with a, perfe. os Abſolute Certainty, 
Nature tells us, an Exd cannot be compaſſed without a 
a Means enabling us taattainit ; whencey the firftthing + 
to be examind 1s, what that. Megrs is, that is to give us | 
this Certainty.” TouF commen Reaſon aſſures you, that 
what's [7rue] cannot poſſibly be Falſe; and the common 
Sentiment of all Chriſtians, and the very\Nowon of 
Faith it ſelf, has, I doubt not, imbu'd- you with this 
apprehenſion, that your Faith canyot bus be Tyme ; nor 
does airy thing formd more harfh to a ChriftiagEar than 
to'affirm that AH Chriſtian Faith may perhaps big but a Ly- 
dig Story; which ” is unavoidable it may be, if it 
may-wot be Truc that "tis. Chrif's NaQrine, 
*3-Yot wit wonder perhaps, when] acqualnt youthis 
& my -greatett quarrel with” Dr. St, and others of bis 
Priveiphes, chit” they hake all Chriſtian Falch foſſ#c 
i be 5p. Dr."77{btſo, with ' whom. he" agrees, and. 
ie of Faith h 


Whoſe Ruie of os Sol maintains there, that 
there is no Abfolnte” ity to be had from our be-- 


ing Peciev/d in judging we have the right Letter, or 
_ right Se»ſe.of the” Holy Scripture, or that, they were 
Writ. by thoſe Divinely-infpired Perſons; but that, not: - 
withſtanding all the certainty we can have of thoſe 


+. nute of particulars, * Pix poſſe all this may be otherwiſe. This 


P+ Its, I'fay, 45 


1ay, as ars by my: Preface to the Second Catho- 
lick" Fetter, and by my Diſcourſes quite through all. | 
the Zhree, is our Grand Conteſt, under which, all our. 

other differences ſubſume, 'But this Dr. S?. was ſo pru- 
dent 'as to conceal from you, leſt it ſhould ſhock all. 
his well-meaning 'Hearers; and 1 do affure you, and, 
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+ | how It, that; in thoſs marrers ivhich he thoupht 
rs. :tp:bet. you know, he fo miſrepreſents 
ri For thing, that fie has both dehwded: You, -injurd 
ge the Queſtion, Whether he 
No nd Ie to Truth "and" wo 73, or Fee 
Him, is tobe determin'd by the Zvidexce 1 bring to 
make good. i To State the Queſtion rlhen; 
'$ 4- As to rhe Scriptures, my" very Principles 
oblige me to declare "that what I attribute to them, is, 
Firſt, That they have 4/ thoſe Excellencies which 
Dr. $#. 1elds then; and one More While Hy wer we, 
of - hereafter.” - 
| Gecondly, Thur they are Profitable) 'to - all tie Ens 
St. Paid writing to Timothy aſcribes' to: them ;- = 0 that 
inſach 2 high meaſure, that I do from: my heart grant 
therh zo be ſo grear an Inſtrament ee Porn, 
the Church' had been” at: «nn incredible 16018! nr Ger 
them; & chat not acar half lie number oF OhriftiatySouls 
would have been fav'd, Had it ri6t pleas'd God to leave 
co the Church ſuch « Powerfill Meahs t6 inſtruct ther 
inn —— and raiſe them up to: it. 
ITE at; when they ate animated with the 
Aer Divinely-Inſpired Writers | by':a' Certain 
rater x they are very uſefulto confate' Here- 
ticks; and that, Thus Interpreted, they are with much 
profic made uſo of, to that end => Fathers and 
Councils. * 7 OUTS 
 Pourthiy. | Thar exho' they were wrintctt on ſevevalioe 
Gakohs, of was tot withour the Di#fgn of God'spood Pro- 
vidence; which orders all our Actions to the bring- 
ws abvut his Beſt Ends, however they be occaffowal to 
us; 'eruckt mire an Aﬀair ſo muinly unportant _ rhe 
| Churctis "That cies 
" PFifthly, there was 'alfo a peculiar Providence 


B z in 


| - aa 
in-preſervihg the Letter fron! agy material, Corry 
and, that the Secohd Cauſes by which this'Providence 
exerted itſelf, was' the-moſt obligatory "Cars of the 
Church to whom thoſe Sacred\Oracles were commitred, 
and the Knowledge the ever: had of Chriff's .Dodrin, ©: :: 
+ 6thly, Thatthe Senſe of Stfipture:'1s:ſo ſublime in Sph | 
ritual;Points and high Myſteries of Faith, which ares; 
bove - Nature, and-could only be\knowt to the | World 
by Divine Revelation, that no-men by their Private 
Judgments, much leſs all forts. of men + coming fo. Faith 
(and therefore unelevated and unenlightewdiby It) can 
arrive at the knowledge of it's Senſe by:the Letter in 
thoſe difficult Texts, with ſuch anunerring Cettainty as 


_ - is requiſit for, that moſt Firm, Rational and Unalterable 
 Aſent, call'd-Faith ; and,/ therefore, that inTheſe, they 


need the-Help of; 4he Church: Whereas in other pathges 
that are Hiſtorical, Moral, Sc; where the ſubject'marter 
-is; more phylious, $9:/ordinary+ Reaſon, ' they are either 
cleat of themſelyes, or: may; be 'clear'd, as much! as is 
neceſſary, by the Learnimg-of the more Knowing Faiths 
ful. For the ſame reaſon Fhold; that Scripture, thus pre 
vately; interpreted, isnot;canvidive of: Hereticks,' who 
have.imbib'da contrary eatiment to that of the.,Divinie 
Enditer ;'becauſe!thoſe menadmit-no :Cerfain Interpre- 
ter of thoſe difficult: places. - And, this want. of C/ear- 
eſs in ſuch Texts, Ido not take to be a, Privative 1ms 
perfeition; but, on the contrary, to argue a very: high 
KRerfegjion in Scripture z vis, as Yingentins Lirinenſfis has 
told us. £2.00. years ago; Commanzzor, cap. 2, It's Deep 
Senſe ;..Whence 'tis rather to be call'd properly, a Dit- 
proportion of that Sex/e to the low Conceptions of Pri- 
wvate Judgments looking after .Faith ; or .an Obſeurity, 
relazively to ſuch Perſons, than an A#/olute. one i. ſince 


$heFairhful, whoare inſtructed in that Senſe, are.both 


capable 
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"capable, to; underſtand it | right; and: moreover to-dif- 
ja Kill mare -and:more:Excellent Truths in it.  - 
 - 7ehly,. That for this reaſon, I cannot hold the Letter 
of Scripture privately interpreted the Rule of Faith, or 
a;Means {or people - of, eyery capacity, - looking after 
Faith,. to know the Senſe oft in-thoſe Dogmatical Ar- 


ticles; with /uch 2 Certaimty, -as was 'ſhewn' * above to - 


be Neceſſary for a Ground of Faith ; nor can-Tallow that 
the Truth of Chriſtian Faith ought to be built upon ſuch 
a Sandy Foundation as are: thoſe Private. Interpretations. 
And,. therefore, that there needs ſome other'Rule to'Af- 
_ certain people of all-forts what is Chriſt's true Dodrin 
71. thofe points. Moreover, I make account the Experi- 
ence. of all Ages ſince Chriſt's time abets my Poſition; 
Every Heretick , and all his Followers, relying' on; his 
private . {nterpretations of Scripture for his - wicked 
Blaſphemies ;; as the;Socix;ans do, ow, who are (as far 
as we can. diicern;) fincere and exad Followers of that 
Rule, or Uſers of that Means ; and yet, fall ſhort of Ciiriſt”s 
genuin Doctrine, denying his Godhead, and the Myſte- 
ry.of the B. 7rinity,;A plain Argument that That cangot 
be. the, way, to Truth, | which ſuch | vaſt. 'multirudes 
have follow'd, and yet have \-been-led/ into''Errour, 
unleſs we. kzew them all tg; be wilfully fincere, or ftrauge- 
ly negligent ;; which we can neither [av nor have 'rea- 
ſon to think, And, as experience has:ſhewn this to eve- 
ry .,mans eye, ſo neither js' it. .my ſentiment : onely. 
The fame * Zirinenfis telling us, That by reafon-'of 
the Scripture's Depth, as maky Opinions as there gre Men 
ſeem poſſible to be drawn thence... Where he aſcribes the 
obſcurity. of, the Letter- not meerly ro the fault of the 
_ Perſons, . nor. the hardneſs, of the: Words, in'Which the 
ue 15 deliver'd, but to the Profoundneſs of the Senſe it 
fel; Reaſon and Experience; both intorming us, rhat, 


where 


Ge. 2 


* Ibid. 
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Words be never. ſo plain, yer the DoEtrine 


\ 


comprehended-withour ſome who is already skillq 
in that Senſe. _ _ .. + Vane 0a R260 
Word pay" yr 
becauſe our S 


the contrary, (as ſhall be ſeen) miſrepreſents it all alon; 
very difingenuoully in every particular. What we hold 


means . of: -Salvation ; and, conſequently, that the 
ſwerving, from it themſelves, - or negleQiing to educate 
their Children in it, -was' the aſſured way to' Eternal 
a r0.chew and their Pofterity. a: Ep. | 
-; 24ly, That this vaſt maltitude unanimouſly ſettled in 
the fame Faith is that which we make the Fir/t Source of 
Trabitionz which had-no-more to do but to-arreft to 
the next Age what the Firſt had receiv'd"and praftis #y 
nor could they forget a DofRrin' which was ſo —_— 
| mende 


coanre 


mepided,:and- according to which' they. had {cd their 
Chriſtian /zves ſo long : Nor could true Pairb (the Pa- * 


- ren» of / all other Virtues) which was in their þ 


no: nor even the Mataral love to themſelves and their 


- Children, ney them a! tobe fo Ficked as to decline 
from it 


tarilyz or negle@ to:educace the others in 
if ; however, it was to be expected there would be now 
and: then. a failure in: fome_ Particatars, deſerting the 
former Dodtrin; and: drawing Proſelytes after them. 
341y, That, rhe ſame wr holds for the Comtimuate 
Delivery of the fame Doctrin by the Second Age to the - 
Third, and 10 {till forwards ; the moſt. powerful Mo- 
tives' God himſelf could propoſe being hid to oblige 


_ Chriſtians not todeviate.from it in the leaſt, or be care- 


le to recommend it. And thoſe Motives too a thouſand 
times. more lively imprinted and apprehended by the 


= | heaven-inſtructed Faithful, than they were by any mehe 


former Ages of the. Warld, before Chriſt. 


- 4thly, Thatby {Tradition}chen is meant, The Tefz- 
wony of the whale foregoing Age of Chriſtians to the next 
Age, of what had been deliver'd, and explaind tv thein 
by their Living Voice and Pradtice. - Or, taling Tta- - 
dition” (as it t'to be) for Orat and'Praffical both, 
*Tis,. 4-Continu d Education of undergrowing Poſterity'in 
the-Principles and Pradtice of their Immediate Predecefe 


fours. 


_ 5thly, That. hence'tis Evident beyond needing Proof, 
that this Rule caunot (on ar ria deceive us. For, put- 
ting that it was /zZ follow'd, 'or, that Poſterity ſtill Ze- 
ltievd and prafltifd as their Immediate Fore-Fathers 


_ did, who at firſt believ'd and-praQtis'd as the Apoſtles 


had inftructed them ; *tis manifeſt the Laſt Age of the - 
World muſt. havethe fame Faith that the Firſt Age of 
Chriſtianity had. Whence follows evidently that no 


Errour.- 
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 Eprour could poſlibly come. in at any time unleſs: ghis * 
* Rule:of Zradi/ronihad: been deſerted. ou 04 4. 
-: 6tHy, That '7radition,\thius undefſtood, "(and weine | 
verunderſtood it otherwiſe) being:the Living V oice and: 
Practice. of the Church in the. immediate*Age before, 
is applicable to all even ©6f the loweſt Capacity ; as we. | 
experience, to fome degree, in the inſtructions by Paſt.” 


ours even. now.adays..."'And, ſince it deliversit's: Sexe: 


(which, inthoſe that havefollow'd that Rule, has beet. 


even now thewn tobe. Chriſt's DoQrin) by Preaching, 
Catechizing,' Explaining, daily Praftifing, and all the 


ways imaginable to makeit underſtood, 'tis alſo an 46> 
ſolutely-Clear Conveyer of Chriſt's Dodtrin.downwards, 


Add that, ſhould it's ſenſe be.at any time miſappreben- 
ded, the Church and her Paſtours can exp/ain their own: 


meaning, pertinently 'to the Askers, Doubter's or. Mif + 


taker's Exigencies; which'a Letter in a Book canor.- 
7thly, "That. the Chief Care of+ the Church was 
to mculcate to the Faithful,;and preferve'inviolate the 


Chief Points of the Chriſtian Faith ; and, therefore, that | 
Tradition did moſt . particularly exert it's ſelf in ' 


Teaching and Tranſmitting Thoſe. FOE: 
. '8thly, -*Tis.not to.be deny'd but Scriptural Tradith 


on went. along with'this other. we have explain'd. For 


£5 


"YL 


the Churele, having the:ſame. ſenſe. in.her -breaſt- which /- - 


the Firſt Writers had, were, conſequently, the be/t In. 


terpreters of it ; whicli was: one Reaton why: rheFathers - 


and Councils often made: uſe of it to. confute Hereticks, 
and comfort the Faithful by, it's concarrexce./ But, ' when 


they were to convert;any to.Faith, it was never heard; 


they took ſuch a Method. as'to. put the Bible:in his hand, 


and bid him look for bis Faiththere relling him *twas 


Plain even, inthe higheſt points, that 'were dubious or 
Controyerted, to every; capacity. 


| 


; (&Dat, 7 s pture; * uohpu the Churches »nx. 81s. Se- 
ql paraS ares IN 07 oe) tan with cond Letter, 
x be held by a5: #awto'be the; Rulp of, Faith, inthe ® © 
a chat:word ;* that-65,.$d.b&.a. Means or Way 
b who are comiig.to Paith, to. arrive anerrivgly at 
S #:.:Te rnoghlt uo 35d 7 K 
Tal, we bo! that the Senſe ob Sorigcure's Letter in 
Points, Jurgaſſes the apprebenſions of ;prr 
| ate rien toming td: Paith;z and, {6,'the Lettettalone can- 
not bo-an aſſured. Ground to build the”Truth of Chriſti 
ew See -ypoR ::whenee follows. that Tradition Cwhich 
TEE = Emmy canbein Proper Speech 
'-$« 6,7; 


rr j 2 I, 
bis then. is "the trzo State of the Queſtion be- 
pWeen us; This is our true Tents, both concerning Scrip- 
Mes Brom Fw, what-axe the Points to: be aſcer- 
| 0#;: let us:ſee/how -the:Sermon re- 
prefers; DIGIS: youradmired-Preacher'does {0 
, much as Pc a0y one of-theſe particulars,' 
+87; Tn thefrit place; you' may pkaſeta take notice 
that hegeverletsyou-know, 'or ſo.much a9 fulbo that 
nem Gontelt hokween him and me. is about the 4b- 
ar 1armty,. excrerraie of, Ehriſtian Faith, His 
os Wk ae "OuRss:. qd me to write a 
Ltafe form ”. indieaion of Chriſtia- * Faith vindi- 
Scandal ; 'd, cated from poſe 


? fobility of Falſe- 
hood. 


mb.) 


+ MS Aa w_-_m CY * = * SF bn. ice —  Y. - > ogg Wy Bo. > 
S 3 p ; : 4 
- > 2 _ 


Mo —— __—_— wY 


cry vero al-Chritions hos of- nt | 
lkayemadeyou abhor a Dif- 
cou [a quit a nlpit;. 04 


ning it Dong paſibly. Be 
1s Parzigulars + as _” 11 = 
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; 6. {Dd Di TLDLe c | I 
' 682 Fil hetalks-of:4iSredfafvcie, auds fu 
 well-ſertled'reſalatton to adhere tvs 
bimfelf. ; deloer'd.: But '6 y Fl 
that he did ivdred deliver ir'?' Or avo qrwns ah 


reſolution, to hold fedfaſtly to what you judge Z5 rhe Faitd 
&' pri try 2-95s if that F AS hel for of 
your Spiritual Building - and 6rd of that Relbluties 
be not we-ſertled it ſelf, 'but may-fink into "Fale*b0iyy 
This is the true Point you are to: look- aſter", W 


whom ſuch:flouriſhes :can"prova 6 
Reaſon; -but he had but #very ſirall reſpect 
r 


he hop't you eedrkciots 4 to'bepley'd 14/ieths 
wind of a little' articul $44 C09 yr5 rok ?*f£ 126M 
. $19, It was very" poſibye, he ſays, for theth oe 'E | 
miſtaken -or were A (ny what: _ / firft' delpuePl! 
Whomdoes he meaniby Them] Whatby [Firff Det be 
Does tie mean OT ns Poranr ths Ti. 
Age, ior any;ſucceeding aniet Or tharthoſe!Gredr 'Bodis | 
ſettled'in their Faith, form'd into Church-Governrietit, 
and kept vp to their Chriſtian Duties 'by' Difciplin, 
could thus miſtake or »i//emember.the' forther>Feach! 
ing\and-Prattice, which 'wis a' plain matter "of Fai) - 
This is the only Traditionwe ever ſpoke. ofor: went'® | 
bout to defend. . None ' doubts, bur that?*when- forte 
fingle Apoſtle was Preaching in ſome places at'fitft;” the 


Thoughts of” the -Hearers were'/as yet raw,' aid 'the 


. things that'were told them were fo'/range, that they 
did not immediately int deep iinto the*Conteptions vf | 
the | 


$f che Corgfallty;: [But;) it wasotherwiſe, when in tract 6 
F rime that Dorn was farther ipread,” more often in- 
cuilcated,” and:more clearly;explain'd.; and welkinſtruQ. 


and putithem forwards to proftiſe it. ' He miſtakes then 

and miſrepreſegts the:whoſe- nature. of Or. Tradition ; 

and- by3 antedating| ir? fights againſt it; before it could 

| have 4 Being, And, as this Errour:runs through all his 

& Diſcourſes,” and- weak Inferences out of Scripture ; ſo 

WM the laying it open oxce for all; is a full confutation of 

a; MW. them af at-oxce.. Add;:thathe never _confider'd whe- 

ther, whenthoſe ſeveral Churches Err'd;or were-in-ha- 

[zar to Err,\- they did {bv by \fo/lowivg even that parti- 

:calar "Tradition, or Preaching of ſuch or ſuch an Apo- 

. le; or, whether they - came to err by: deſertzng it. If 

the Later, the Tradition. was not faulty, but They who 

Deſerted it ; Yet, how different ſoever:theſe two Points 

are, the one making for. that particular Tradition, the 

_ otheragainſt it,' henever thinks of diſtinguiſhing them,or 

letting the Reader know when'the Tradition was in fault, 

and when the Perſons; . but runs on in common words; 

_ as if he had no'Deſign,.or determinate, proſpect whither 

= the was going, I am ſure it. is not atall zewards the true 
} 
4 
4 
| 


_- Queſtion, nor againſt Us. | 


_ - $; 10. But; tho'all his Reflexions from the ſeveral Pie- - 


ces of Scripture are quite beſides the. purpoſez yet his 
. Candid: and: Solid \way.of managing his own;Miſtakes, 
and how he. wire-draws every thing to make it, ſeem 
fit; deferves- our .particular . obſeryation- He. tells us, 
ſpeaking of the 'Church: of Corineh, that They..(which 
ſignifies the whole Church) had like to have loſt; All their 
Faith;; whereas the Text only fayes [Some among. you-] 


And, isit ſuch:a wonder. that ome among mavy ſhould - 


hap to be imperfeRly infiructed,; fantaſticabor refxatto- 
| VT "on 
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ed. Paſtours- conſtituted, /'to.>7each it | more-expreſsly, 
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Sets - Ein tees ion ein + 
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ry eotheir Thychrs/ Bitlis Parrialty is maſt ecdnch 
able. When he was fort'v16heibehoidwng tothe Chung 

Teſtimony of 'Duttr ve (Cwhichryb: oxr> Tradition), ' to: gb 
ferent ſro #be Caſe uf partata/ar Perfans an fame: Churches 
who mig bt miſtake oriforget wir was tanght;\( but: (fag 
he)-—xbe' Churches chenvelvesi could not-agree 70 gp 
prove on FErrour is the'Gofpel tduntravy'to the: Faith 6. 
{ber 'd to: them, So thar therd it was a very different 
Caſe ; 'but here it ſeems-the Caſe is:nor diffexent at all 
but the very ſame; For [Some' aworg'TouÞ are enlarg'd th 
fignify- that Church it-felf;/ and whereas dthe-ovly Poing 
thoſe Some deny*d; was 7he' Reſurrettion of the DeM,;to 
let. you ſee how utterly inſignificant a thing 7raditiony 
that cando-no good at all, he extends1t tB1ignity [All 
their Faith] hoping 1ſuppoſe-any thing would paſs up-. 
on you, 'fo "twere tpoke'om'of a/Pulpit { "Tis'told:'yo. 
there, All's:Godi+ Wot; and he:prefames you will be Þ. 
Qivil to God Almighty, and :fo Kind | to hamfelf as to. 


6, x1. Tam oblig'd 'to:/him for allowing, -7hat the. 


Yoſtimony of every Chrifian: Church didiſbew. the Concur- WW 


renee-of abll\ rhe Apoſttes, as: rv the Doctrine cont ain'd-ix 
the ſeveral Goſpels. For then, 1 thape; they may. be 
able to ſhew'to the nexr Age (andio forwards) the cor- 
current Dodtrne of the Firft,, which-eftabliſhes the Ori 
ginal of our Traditian tobe: ab/olately Certain.: He: dif 
comes. _ (p37 11/):andhe ane ys Gamma = 
ory of thei A pifttes. Doltron was fo frefhi7n:therr Minas, 
that it was'sn ofett the*Eontentiof-all the Apoities who 
BavLanghothens. Amd\yotbetter; That the commurrent | 
effemony<bf ill the > Apoſtolizal- Ohwrches: coulp nat. let | 
thi agportoajproveny Brraar-oupke Gaſpels, CONETALY | 
tothe-Nalth poliver'd its then, © 'This-4s voryoextra- | 


- ordinary 
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(could-110t Agee: £0 approve a contrary. Doctrine] makes 


their Seve; depend on Vnwritten Tradition 3. We can- 


- . not donbe but-that Doctrine was Full as freſb in their Me- 


mories, when they. were grown 0/der, and wyere to 
tranſmit it-to the next Ape after the Apoſtles deceaſe, 
as it.was before; unle(s.th8y loſt the Memory of it, by 
difcounſing of it wore while they taught it to others, & 
by; Praftiheng it louger themiclves. 4. As little can it be 


- doubted;but the Doctrine and- Practiſe of the Firſt Ape, 


was:as. Freſb:a4n the minds of the Second Age, ſince they 


- Led- their Chriſtian Lives by it; for it was Equal- 
ly Intelligible, .and of Equal Concern ſtill to them to - 


Learn and. 7eachit, as it was to the Firſt. Laſtly, That 
this being ſo, ithe Teſtimony of that Body, even now a- 
days,: that adheres to Trad?tion, * is in effect, the Conſent 
of all the Apeſtles that taught it at Firſt. Obſerve, Gen- 


-tlemen,- that.this is the: oaly time Dr..Sz. has fo much * 


as touch'tupon Our Tradition,; and that he is ſo tar from 
impugning.or confuting at, that he, in-fome part dired- 
- in.others. by vece{/ary.Coyſequence, acknowledges it's 

rce, -and-ſtrongly abets it. Bur, it was not out of good 
will ; he was.intent in that place upon making good the 
Truth of the Goſpels ; and, ailoonas he has madeuſle of it 
to ſerve a.prefent turn,he immediately dilcards.1t as good 
for little .or -nothing, -or nothing, to che particular, pur- 


__Poſehehadlately allow'd, the 7eſtifying Chrifts Dodtrine. 
- &. 12: For,the very next page, be reckons up three things, 
for which, 7he common Tradition of the ApoſtolicalCburch- 
 18gwere uſeful after the Deceaſe of: the Apoſtles. But not a 
Aardot their Z(epire/sto 7e/tify toothers what they had 


kann fromthole MaRkers.of Chriſtianity. No ſooner "_ 
| ; | the 


- their: Loſtimony- Infallible. 2, This dicourle. makes - 
the ;2cceptation.of the 7rurb of the Goſpels, that” is of 


5 B>{ 


Cie) -; 
the Apoſtles dead, and that firſt Age had; $1 
current Teſtimony of the Dofrinethey hadreceiv'd from 
them! given credit to the Truth of the Written" Goſpels, 
but immediately the whole Chriſtian World had foſttheir 
"Memory of that DoQrine on a ſudden, and tlie Grave to 
preſerve and propagate it. One would think by this 
wild Difcourlſe of his, that both Common Natural parts, 
Andall degrees of Ordinary Honeſty had been preſery'd 
to them miraculcuſly thitferto, meerly to recomment 
the Truth of the Goſpels; and, that aſſoon as that was 
done, and the Apoſtles were dead, the Author of Nature 
and Grace ſuſpended or rather ſiibtraQted for ever all his 
Influence, left them a 7abula raſa(withouteither Memo 

ry or Goodneſs) to learn their Faith anew out of Scripture, 
- — $. 13. And, hence it is that he rallies upon Univer- : 
fal Teftimony or Tradition'as if it were ſome fleight 
ſtory of a few Tatling Goſflips, or of thoſe who heard 'what 
ſome. ſay, that others told them, who had it from ſuch, Gwe, | 
' Whereas had he faid as he ought to have ſaid, What the 
whole Firſt Age of Chriſtians witneſt to the next ' Age, 
that They had heard, ſeen, and prattict ; and the whole 
next "Age to the Third; aud fo forwards, with an Ok 
ligation ſtill to tranſmit it, Equal to that'the Firſt Age 
had to believe it, there had been no place left for hisr+- 
diculous Rai/kery. But his conſtant Method is this ; he 
endeayours to put' you out of conceit with 7radition, by - 
concealing every thing that might give you a true Concert 
"what Tradition zs, and what we mean by it. 7 
S. 14. The Argument or Inſtance he brings to prove 
that the Authority of Tradition was mightily ſunk in the 
Second Century, 1s, if poſſible, ' ten thouſand times worſe, 
One would verily think, from thoſe big words, he wouk 
prove that 4 the Chriſtians of the Fir/# Age hadiwort- 
ſpir'd to tell a Ly to the Second, concerning Chrilt's 
Doatrin, 
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with x:poor. little! moute,: therelation of oneſingleqnay; 
Papias,'of what arm Apoſtle: had told him; which he be- 
ivg-a good honeſt Soul;gain'd! credit with diverſe. Tho?; 

as for his: wit,” Dr. Sf's' Author, Euſebias, tells us he was 
a man of a mean capacity;and ſcarce — the meaning 
of what was:ſgoker;;: 1 wonder the Dr. bluſh'r not to pur 
ſuch a Shur upon: his Auditory, ,as to:compare the Pub- 

" lick Authority: of the. whole Chriſtian World, and the 
Univerfal Teſtimony 'of:God's Church, 'to the private 
ſtoxy of oxe weakiman:; or to'pretend hence that if be 
were. miſtakeo; the | Authority of Tradition mightily fiuks 
and-fails; ; whereas'tisonly his own-Credit that falls in- 
to. that diſaſter: by: making ſuch: a"ſenſeleſs Arguinent: 
Yetythis3s:the belt, and, as faras I can find, the only one 
hehas hrought: Nw diretly the Firſt Age of Chri- 

. ſlians:bad- bely'd Chriſt's Dodrin: tothe Second 4; and- 
. wore man: ofa mean Capacity miſtook; we 
may ſlandin;doubtofour:4fſaurawe-whetherallthe:Lear-: 
_ Faithfull; . nay all the Paſtours and Biſhops inthe 
Church, had .Capaczy enough to krow an open matter of 
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FaZ, wit.” what had beemtaught and-practis'd:publitks: - 


ly; every - day by a World of Fore: fathers, .or:the /ntegri- 
ty not to deceive us. | rt Rfof9%) 9813: 46 192 

. $15. Of the ſame | ſtamp is his alledging that 
St. Luke's reaſon why' he writ his Goſpel, was to give 
Theophilus Certainty of thoſe things wherein he had been in- 


Points'of Chriſtian Belief': Does the Dr. think: then that. 
Theaphilas was.' not a Chriſtian, or had no Certain 
Knowledg. of his Faith, ere St. Luke writ 2 Or, that the- 
Apoſtles did not inſtruct people in thoſe Main Articles ? 
Or that St-. Luke's Writing thoſe Points in ſhort (for thoſe 
Points: we ſpeak:of take up a very inconſiderable. gg 4 

Rs is 


Dofrin: But; this \motintainous'ExpeQation'came off 


ed.” \The Subject of our Enquiry isabout the High- | 


a See ST YE. - 
” - _ of ” - hs” >-$ x 


c FN > % 3 tes 
= af gl Se thi. i; 2" > 7 
IE COONS IM Ko” $6: P47 Y 
" 


SS 2 —_ FIRE 7.> my "ISP WA A = 4 Ate; 
$6 I 2 ITE Fr 44 AR a8 S bake. EOS 
KH Fs.” Gf 4 FS] + = Y 
— h 5 
1D: p 
: 4 
» % 


aym and Intention” was #0: 'g/ve au Atrount of the”F: 
and Aftions of | Chriſt, but not a'word''that'his Writine 
was to give 7heophilus Certainty or a Clearer Knowledge 
of tffole Main Articles, to aſcertain which '7ra&#ioy*is: 
pretended. by us to be the moit proper Means. 24 
-$:'16.; Now: let's {ee how? many notoridus'prevatts 
cations and faults he hasfallencinto in this 'ofie Tnſtance.” 
at | x. Our 
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der and Diſcipline at-their Deceaſe, 1 + 10 | 2 4 


pag. 14- 


| TENT . "_he” ] "* Ls A *Dr.St's . 
any conteſted. or.- dub;qs Articles, (the Letter” of Seri? Anker tothe þ 
pay | ; : - . . $2 20 «*---tE . 7 
could *by parity of Reaſon : render any” Implicit Point © Dr. ors 
Explicit, "without the Tharth's pelp'; tho! this Wis'Sem! Let 
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| Ganding whatsathero pla Ho rod 
F 2 Ir, Þ. 364.33. that, Ss Fs ns Hf 
He Tudge — every man is to Judgo for bimfelf ; and " F- 
by Scripture, his Awe, But, here thecaſe is aker'd, and 
uo Eburch 1 $] tO Judge of Chrift's Dotlrin by Scripture. 1ean 
aw. honeſt _Retractions without - upbraiding tliem ; 
ad qr cones tht the, Chr harch"- ſhould judge ' 
Spears, both when She is to Edify Her Children, 
and in conteffs with Herericks,.. as to ell thofe Points 
nine, there ; ans L think the only difficulty in 
wy parc! is,, R By what -means :She- came to be 4k 

+ /elately-Certain of it's 2 Senſe. Let-himy add then buy | 
woodo more, and ſay that 5y the Letter of-Scri 
fo judg'd of Faith, that She could »o# bein an een ; 
miſtaken all- the "while, and then Chriſtian Faith is 8 
Abſalntely-Certain,. and rpy. greateſt care is over. And, 
if he does not-Zha?,\-what is the future Church, after the 

ſtles Deaths, . the betrer for Scripture's being an In- 
fallible Rule, if She and Her Children partake not-the 
Benefit of that Infallibility ſome way or other, by be- 
ing perfealy- ſecur'd-from Erring in Faith? -Ts it not all 
ons 35 tothe intent of knowing aſſuredly we' have the 
Faith, taughy by Chriſt, whether we/heve an-Infallible 
Rule or no, - if, when we have done our beſt, we may 
{till ſtray trom Her Faith > Or; why ts not aRute that | is 
nor Ualwel Centaix, 10-1 hes Abfolute Certainty. 
Low Gunraed it; as good for that purpoſe, as an Abſh-- 
. Rule: with 'no, Abſolute Certainty that T: 

. qo. | weotding toit: ''Toſpeak tohis propoli- 
tiqn :. Whether the Church and the Faithful in' Conteſts. 
mith Hereticks avail'd Her {elf of Scriptures Letter, to. 
gaig, Ablglug-Cemainty ef it's Sende,: in thoſe main Te- 

"nets; or brought the Senſe ( which She had m— 
| way 


By it's meer. Lerer, deſcanted upon by 
ments, or, interprered by tlie Church? - 


S EO OSS So OED is 
Su bo Lo 1 


”) 


) alevg; with ber, ho decitled if he pleaſes, 'by - 


St Auſis,, whom he citeshere ''p, $6." - |; {Ou 


"6% 18, He will prove Soriprare a Rate from the gene- 


| ral Reaſon of it's Writing; and prove chir general Rea- 
Jon from a Teſtimony: Trans; which i $ of the 


as abſtracted from being Preath's and TW ; 


and. who doubts -but as'ſuch = SY "true; He 


ſeems to:build much upon'the Words fk at oe mig rht be 
a Fovydation and Pillar lire our Faith. ] Be it what Twill - 
in it ſelf, the Point is, How does it INS: in us > 
"Þ 
The Later ld 
denies; the Former; all -our moſt: eavrieſt Preffing and 
Intreating.could never bring him, hor his Reflecter to 
go about to make out; and he wavesit totally throug 
this whole Sermon.': 'Let hin then bur Mhewgtfiat he 


| has Abfolute-Certainty-of* Scripture's ' Senſe, "10 thoſe 
* Tenetsof Chriſtian-Faith;by any Metliod his Principles 


will allow him, and his Sermon ſhould have paſt for me 
without Controul. © That's the thaittPoint, or a all 
here is quite 5e/ides it. As for thoſe Words frotn 8. Trengus 
he could have quoted the very ſame words (in a'manner) 
from-a better | Author (even the H oye Bare J call- 
ing the Chorch,the Pillar aud Ground of ruth; but that he 
lik r not the' Application of then to the Charch. It ſees 
he.can.negle&t his Rale,-and make-no more reckoning 
of it thanche did: of the Oral: Tradition,' or Preaching of 
ys A when it ftands in his w#y, or comescrofs 
om 1s PB 


es from the writing of the Gelpels and Fpiſtles ire all 
guilty. of: the fame Fault, and Antedate| Fradition'; 
and 'his:lnferences thencs, as levell'd a "ſt or Tenet, 
are weaker thaw Warer, He —_ fs any thing 


what 


r 
F, 19+. pon has brew manifeltes above, that his Diſcourſ: Ps 16, 17+ Se. 
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ate to:do;it; One while it muſt bring] down the *De. 


. crees.of Councils, Another while it muſt convey * low 


Diſputes about divers Points; andthe: reſolutionof them, 
Pe  etidom Forkie .ctherwiſe- the Apoſtles Senk 


"might. have been-loſt. -, Ie:muſt-ſecure- people from! be- 


ing\* remov'd from Chriſt's: Goſpel:to-another'; whereas 
,no, Man ever held that.the. Galatians were remov'd from 


.Chrif?'s Goſpel by fullowing even the particular Tradition - 


or Preaching of that; Apoſtle; -nor-rhat. any: particular 


Men, nay Churches, 'might not!be-remov'd from ite 
ven. into Heatheniſm,.. or Judaiſm; if they- deſerted it. 
.He,expects too, it ſhould ſecure men 'from * danger of 


being Deceiv 4; whereas, ſuppoling-them once well-Ie- 
Frufted in Faith (and ”tis:ſiippas'd to-our Tradition the 


 * See above Church was. 10) tis; * ſelf evidenti they -cai” never te 
$. 5. Note 5- Jece;/d-while- they: hold £0; that-Certain/ Rule ; be- 


* Ibid. 


cauſe. that is to hold the ſame they: were inſtrufted in a 


frſt. But if all were not well:inſtructed ar fr; as *tis 
impotlible they. ſhould, then they: mighe be deceiv'd, e+ 
ther by deſerting Tradition, or even by. holding to fuch 
a;Lraditon ; if, for, want, of> perfect iInftruQtion in'that 
raw. andunlſettled ſtate of Ohriſtianity,'that which they 
held at firſt was, not perfey Chriſt's Dodrine, - Nay, 


- he would. have. it. keep, even; Hereticks: from * Defeftion, 


Hypocrifie;' Lying. and Deceiujing-whichiwere a'rare Tra: 
difion 00s to... do; fuch Kindoefles,:i'and work ſuch 
good Effects upon thoſe who had deſertedit, and! would 
not. make uſe of it ;. at.leaſt,;he would:have:it. keep Peo- 


| ple from Weakne/s.and Fay ;, which, the Common: Af: 


li is will fertled 
Queſtion is, Whor th 


Ire.and. Grace will.do,afterthe'Genera- 
[in "that /DoQrine;': Far, when-all the 
Frae-Apoſiles preadi't; Tis's Madneſs 


. and 


hagheipleaſes, aod:willtabeit do'evrry rhing 6 than 
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Faith, as it was, at firſt 


deny 
' to prove it. . But plain ſenſe will do him no {ervice; 


Fi Ax 3Þ. teh < 
4 FEXEF: 
& " bo 


On) 
and Foly both to, believe ſome. few men,-before the Uni- 


'verfat Teſtimony, of the Chrifian Church. Buthe-ill 
"have Tradition ſtill do all-the Miehief imaginable, and * 


TVriting do all the Good; forgetting, I ſuppoſe, that there 


— 


are ſome things in St. Pa«!'s Writings , * which the V/y- * 2Pet.z. 16. 


learne# and Unſtable wreft, as they do alſo the other Serips 


tures, to their. own. deſtruttion. All this while, What is 


this tothe Tradition we aſſert, which begun afterwards? 


'$. 20. From theſe 1mpertinent Premiles, he infers as 


irnpertinent a Conclulion,viz. That, * what was deliver'd 

in Scripture contains a cAnpreat Rule of the true and genuin 
eliver d to the Church. Now, 

' that what's. fighify,d by Scripture is the ſame_the; Apo- 


x 


ſtles /ignify'd by their Preaching, is plain Senſe, and never 
7 &; and, ſo he needed net have made all rhis clutter 


whoſe beſt play 'ris to.blunder and confound every thing ; 
Tet us ſee then what it is, that . will.. His' firſt words 
[ What they have therein delivered} can mean nothing 


but the Se/e of Scripture ; for that is the thing fignify'd 
or deliver'd by the Letter ;'and both ſides-confeſs, that: 


the Senſe of Scripture is Chri/t's Faithi If then we ſpell 
his Words together, they plainly. amount to this, That 
Ebriſs Faith contains. a compleat Rule of the true and ge« 


nuin Faith, as it was deliver'd at firſt to the Church,that is, 


Faith. it ſelf contains a compleat Rule. to,it.s ſelf.” Make 
ſence of this whocan. The beſt I can make of it is, That 
the Concluſion keeps decorum.with the Premiſes; and 
that he has miglity well imploy'd his'Labour. to keep 
ſuch a huge Pother to infer. fuch.a- worthy Point. - 

_  $. 21, Ihave nothing to do with his Objecting ſome 
of. our Writers, but ſhall come to his * Second Reaſon, 
drawn from the notorious Uncertainty of meer Tradition ; 
and that never was any trial made of it but it fail'd, "_— 
WHER 


*D, 22. 


* Þ; 2Js 


— co 


Ibid. 
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when it had the greateſt Advantages. Expedt-Gentlemgy, IN 
by thoſe high and-mighty "Words, he will bring m 


+ Convincing Arguments, to prove that -the Univerſal | 


Teſtimory of the Church in delivering down thoſe high 
Points of Faith is everieaty ©ncertaiy, 'and faild in & 
very Age, nay, the very Firſt, for then it had the Grea- 

reſt Advantages ; the Chriſtians having then freſ> Me. 
mories, and being the Infallible, fince they wot d- 
gree to approve. falſe Doftrin, as himſelf told us p. 1, 
12, - For my part I am of his mind, and never knew « 
ny other Tradition have - Advantages comparable to 


* . what Chriftian Tradition had for tranſmitting the Doc- 


trine of Faith; andif helets you know what thoſe Ad- 
vantages of Chriſtian Tradition were, and ſhews them- 
unable to oblige the Church to convey Chriſt's Doctrin- 
down, he will gain his Point + But, if he. prevaricates 
from . this --neceſary Duty, he abuſes you with fine 
Luke-warm Words to-no- purpoſe. 1 do aflure you be- 


' fore hand, tho'he talks here of 4dvantages, he has not 


in his whole Sermon mentzor'd, much lets ingenuouſly 
inſorwd your of any one Advantage Chriſtian Tradition = 
has; but: induſtriouſly corceal'd every particular that 
gives it force. ' Yet, who fees not that without. doing 
this, *tis impoſſible to impugn it, or deal fairly with his 
Auditory ; for how ſhould you judge of the Compart 
ſon, without'a clear fight of the things Compar'd 2 . 
-'S.. 22, Hedid very prudently, not to infiſt on the fai- 
ling of Tradition in the Law of Nature; For 1. He muſt 
have ſhewn 7: fail'd them, and not They fail d t by de- 
ſerting it; which could onlybe done by proving that had - 
they continu'd to follow it, they could have ſtray'd into 
Polytheiſm; which he can-never do, it being evidently 


Impoſſible. 2. That, to mgke- _ the. Parallel, he 


e an Original (which 


muſt have prov'd it had as 4p 
: gives 


| -;- I 94 

ives.a Valt forte to: 7eftifying Authority) as Chriſten 
; had x; which is cqually impoſſible; forgt had 
for its Source but one ſingle man, Adam. 3. That there 
were not more powerful 'Motives, nor greater Affiftan- 
ces af Grace to continue the Chriſtian Doctrine under, 
the Lawof Grace, than there were under that moſt imper- 
fet Law of Nature; nor more exaCt Diſcipline in the 


Church of Chriſt,than there was in that looſe State : which . 


had been hard Points, and altogether impoſlible even to 
attempt with any ſhew of Reaſon. He did very wiſely 
too to Wave the Qpinton of the Millenaries, the time of 
Eaſter and the Communicating of Zfaxts. For he both 
knows that every Apoſtolical Tradition (had this laſt 
been ſuppos'd ſuch) is not neceſfarily an 'Article of 
Faith; as alſo that none of theſe (nor -yet their con- 
trary) was 2 Point of Chriftian DoQrine Preach't and 
Settled unanimouſly over the World by the Apoftles. 
He made account he had a better game to play, by ſhew- 
ing how * Tradition faild in 
files Creed. Burt he might, had he pleas'd, as well have 
left out That as the Others; for * none of the Explainers 
of Tradition ever held or faid it was to bring down Ser 
Formef Words, which requir'd application, of Memo- 
ry and Repetifion of them in Order ; but only the Senſe 
of the Firſt Age (which was Chriſt's true Faith) inſtilPd 
after a connatural way by Education ; and apt to be ex- 
preſt in different Words, according to different Circum- 


| CES, 


$. 2-3. Were it grarited him, That * rhidgs Written (fup- 
poſing the Zetter could be prov'd to Le ſtill continu'd. 
Abſolutely Certain.) had the Advantage, as to the Certain: 
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ering down the 4po- *Þ, 23. 24, 


* Cee my third 
»C atholick Let- 
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* P. 26, ; 


ty - of Conveyance, above things meerly committed to Me- | 


mory.and Tradition; yet he is where he was. The Point 
between us ſtill fticks; that is, Whether meer Words, 
| expreſling 


. tl 
. 


MES. ©» 
Fa 44” 
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expreſfling in ſhort ſuch ſub/ime;ſpiritual Tenets, "as are i 
_ f the chick Ro —_ Chriſtian Religion, are ſo -Yg 
Clear! to private" Judgments, "nay, to*4//*(even the- Yi 
Vulgar ) that are looking for Faith, rhat-they can have -* 
that perfect Aſſurance of their zrue Sexſe,as to build that 
Never-to-be-Alter'dAſſent,. call'd Faith, upon their un- -_ 
derſtanding them. . 7his is the ſumm of UIINY $2, 
this' is what we moſt iu upon, : and are perpetually - 


preſſing him'to ſhew the ſecurity of the Method he rakes. . 


to give us zhis Certainty : I do not mean the Certainty 
of the Letter ata he keeps ſuch ado) but of the -. 
ſenſe of it in ſuch Points, if he thinks any one of them 

_ ſo neceſſary, that the. Generality cannot be fav'd with- 
out the knowledge of it. This is it, which moſt imports - 
you to know, if you value the having ſuch Grounds for i IW 
your Faith, as ought in true reaſon to perſwade you'tis WM : 
rrue that it was Taught by Chriſt, or that you-are not -- 
perhaps dociend, and inan Erroxr all this while. But, not - 
one word of this in the Whole Sermon.. * He argues from - 
God's making choice of Writing, when he deliver'd the - 
Ten Commandments, What: means he, orhow can he _ 
apply this to our Queſtion ? Are: the Zen Command: 
ments, which are. plain honeſt Nature; of as Deep'and-. 
Myfterious BSenſe, as the high Points we ſpeak of? Are 
they ſo hard to be underſtood, that Writing is not a clear: . 

 Conveyer of God's Senſe in ſuch Matters? Does he + 
hear a great part of the-World at variance. about the . | 
Meaning of the Ten Commandments, as multitudes 
of Hereticks have been Wrangling with 'the /Church 
ever ;{1nce Chriſt's time, about the Senſe of Scripture in _ 
thoſe Dogmatical Points > Were the Texts which contain - 
thoſe Points as plain to- all Mankind as the Ten Com- 

. mandments are, or as are generally. the Z/forical and: 
Moral parts of Scripture, I ſhould frankly declare, ' that: 

| Scripture 
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+ \ wa$iin.alb rhe —_ totwithftanding God's: Gratt,- 
and: Ultis-Lprermal:Satisfartion;; which is Properto godd: 
Souls whorare Believers already, the Church enY had F 
mon pay oe befurniſh'd: ich 6 folid'dnd"unanſwerable*. 
_ + Reaſdns, 00. ſatisfip-pertedtly.choſe,both of theloweſtand) 
:2r6 looknig after Fairh\ -ehat\ YN. 
; | >P ji. WAS -Zaught by. : Chriſt; and, t0'. YA 
evince and defend its Tauth, in that. anmeiciles, i: 
the:moſt ſubtile Adverſaties: which! cannot: be done" 
unleſs tha Reaſons; which\we; an:Coprrovertiſts, bring; 
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ur Interbal Satts i, 
Sylogif rr weare op Fon Norge :God 
| 'HliSGrace- to.prejudice: thot true Nature 'Him- 
piven'us] rg is Reaſon ;-but+to perfect and 
dv Tioga Reaſon; that in Preliminasies [to 

aith; Wy are'the:Objeds'of Natural Reaſar, thoſe 
who'ars*apadle 'ropencrrarethe forceof tealons,ſhould 
aſſent dk the Morzve 5"for, as faras it is beyond the 


- Motive; "tis \withour- avy "Morro; t that is; withoiur- a 
: ane aku ne vane tow rg often happens rhrou 


oPCrearnres) fach an /rrational At | 
CL ator mtended 'by God: | Whence; as it" 


_ beldnþs to-Inifinire Gwdveſs+to give thoſe: who'fincerely 


ſk tor/Ffath, the Grace toembrace it';' ſoit belongsto 
lafinite" IHGfdow 10 20" lay ſuch' wean? to arrive at Truth, 
(tharis; inbut caſe, ſacha Rule of Faith) av both: puincs 
its 179t5t0thofe whoare capable; accordingtothe moſt 
exalt-Methods of: 'True 'Reaſon:;; "ard . withal, -perfe- 


ly'*kcure-thoſe from Errour who follow that 'Ryle, let-« ge zrrour 
1en we are'bound to Nox-plut,, 

, and profeſ5-it: to>be: £: 1344 135: 
ſo;it*rraſt be ##deed/fuch pAand: therefore the Groands-' 

left'us by God muſt bevf that natures to proveop con- 


them- be as Weakas they will. - 
etnbrace Chriſtian Faith asa Ti 


chideir\to befucht and,'ifPr. S2,have no ſuch Grounds: - 
that wharche holds is really Chris Dorin;: he ought 
notto handleor: preach/Controverſie; ſince hemuſt ne-. 
cellarily: diſgrace andweakew Chriſtian Faithj:when he - 
is 8g credic-apd eſtabliſh it. * Nay; he oughtinori.co pre--: 
tend+hehas that moſt firm and'moſt-fronglyAupported | 
Adlent, cailf'd\ Faith; which depends neceifarily ' on-che - 
y 'that it! was taught by Chriſt, but « candidly 
vieldbe "Dpiniononly:in that Point;-nor'an Tralre». 
rable Beliefitiis True, but only :4i good Conceit or Hope / 
6s fo,or may 4-10 ::Too weak'a Prop x0 ſuſtain 
it's 


ies T ruth, as it lean&.om: | 
taught 1,07 t6:: ſettle the! ſt; WALL 
- $::28.-And'inow let'sa - on 
ot Rats: "by-means-of which hetis to be thus fur d; or; 
able toaffure Voiu of the:;Trixhks.of thaſe; Controverted; | 
Points, which you hear ſ0-warmily diſpured:inithe worlds; 
and:which)it facmuch imports. you:to-de; Aoi 
*Eis:Scriptute's Letter-{ in my that are, Q; F6>. 
latetothoſe-Points) as ; eyes Hop! | 
ſe], or any other Private) . ""l 
ra do is to.mmake.out with (A 
Merkod-ofartiving fit the Knowledge ob Chaift's, "True; 
_Doftrings cannot. be Deceitful-gnd Er 
rONgONS. 'Qtherwile, tis axes his Faaths and all. 
Chriſtian Faith no better, grounded, my heflatſe, and,; 
by conſequephee, 'is\not \7rve;. He wilktell you; | 
fine Stories, and give you many Pretty: wane oficabeing; 


Sufficjently Certain, | Morally Gertain, that it bus fuck Afſ- 
- rance'as. . erg 7” 7 mathers; &c.., But ask him: 
+-ſrmarglyt St cloſely, #1 theſe Certainties. or, Ay. 
 -rauees'! PS Write and he: ſt nos,: nor: 
well deny : ſhould he fayiit,: he mult: pretend; 
natirs ny decein d:inchis1 atding thoſe/Fexts.. 


right, which he could not-do wittiout profeſling .J»fol/;+ 
_ in that-particular. Obſerve, kbeſtech-you; where : 
he-{tneſs Oh whole. Queſtion lyes.:*Fis-inithis,,Whe»: 
oy this Ground or Methodof bis tocbe aſfuridiotFaith, 
isable ta proye.'it:to have been truly! and/ indeed $aught: 
by Chriſt, ſo as: 1 it. 3p4s. wot: paſſyble. it ſhould be otberwyfe. 
By. this Teſt, if yon:examin the'/very. gond:Grownds: far the 
Certainty of his Proteſtant Faith, whuch he _—__ you. 
here in-his Preface, you will find'ev 2 : 
yau'very;good Words inftead: of ver ——— dad) | 
that; whatever he produces, ——— guotes Or:argues,; 
he 


ion, which i is 6 | 


therefore=—z 
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oo 42h "Wikre." Df 
Sober Bagbirey 'is curb'd'and Sane Fe in his-licenti - | 
Search of his Faith'in Scripture, by the ee nes Pai 
had (itfetms Y ſome other way:; for, were' his fairlits- 
'. be lad mertly by, eatching Scripture tor it, With" whine | 
ſenſe oughthe to be refffaird, while he was in the Way . 
to Faith :' To refrain one whio is #n the right Way,” 
to hinder him from going right, or perhaps' to'put” him 
out of his Way.” *thoſe' Heretical' Opitiions 
were both NeaiaRt the rue Senſe of Sctiprute;acid ay ainſt | 
Tradition 'tvo.; yet, had he held"Scy7p?ure the Rule, "he 
£ 'thould rather bave Aid'they were againſt th# tric fghk 
| fication of Scriptare*s Letter, chan a Cainſt the" Faith of the 
C _—_—_— Def lbs. Befides, if C > holick Faith was to 
br © before they came to _handfe- Scripture; how 
"Was ops the Rule for a} all to come to®Paith, when as 
Faith\\was to be hid (ty; well tridetſfood by" the Fx- 
-planation of it) antecedently , leſt the ©y might otherwiſe 
fall into.Herefe ? And, in another place, ſpeaking of a 
falſe Pozyringofthe Letter;made b the Ariavs, -to'abet 


noe. Their Hereſie,” he” confutes them thus! ; * (Sed hoe . 
Bs. L 3. 'But thi "is 'ro be | utep by the Rule of Faith by »whith 
C. 1, © we are inftrufted before-hand in the' Equality of the Thinivy. . 


"I - Þ”Hadthis "x0 of Faith been held by him to be the Ler- 
q. "Yer js are, he would have. had "recourſe to ſome 
y, correQing their fauky one; -#nd;fo have 
| "bornop ets thar Rule. But *tis evident he dots Not 
1.1 © thus. © fe hy rhen the Sexſe of the/Church' or Tra- 
.. -. ditionthe Rwe, both to know out Faith, and alfo' to corref? 
_ the faultineſs of rhe .Z#ter.” Whether this" ſutes better 

with * 
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Current ſtrong; and-the Derivation of Chriſt's DoQrirn 
both Certain and Perpetual, might -not be refleed"on. . 
To' deform it the more, he makes it meerly Yerbal, as 
if it were- nothing bur the telling ſ6rme-dry-ſtory, by 
ſurprefling it's\Pratticalneſs; -in-which conſiſts it'schief- 
eſt -Vertye.- "4." He hides' from your! conſideration- all 
the moſt Incomparable, * and moſt Powerful Motives 
which enforce its Continuance, and oblige the Church 
never. to forfake the firſt- deliver'd Dofrin: © 5.' He ne- 
ver yegards;even-inthofe Particular: Traditions, whether 
_ they fail d\ the Perſons, or the Perſons fail'd Them; but 
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juſt before him;:, the; yery- gature. of Cpnhroverſyg, which 
we; ae abou, determining: ouy Diſcourſes - thoſe 
Points, 443 nothing: elfp: 'Fhis-is: his: General view: 'of 
Yeriggurs: and Tradituny,. as, ta- the: :of gowueying dawn 
wetrerinof Keith. No: means Coney! iniew, which- miſter 
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'Y 21/16'n Word, there" is: much. of Reading, Condutt 
"Y and Wit in his Sermon; but. wholly Wn, loy'd to 
| ſpeak as handſomely as he could ts »o Narpoley and to 
miſs the whole Point in 2efjon with a great deal of 
ann 1 if which, among his other Great Abili- 
ries, juſtly-acknowledg'd/ to, be Excellentz conſiſts his 
moſt conſiderable Talent and Dexterity. © 
$. 31. So he ends bis Sermon with good Advice to ' 
you to follow Chrſt's Heavenly Dodtrin in your Lives 
and Converſations. Which, as he worthily preſſes upon 
you, ſo I ſhall heartily pray that God would. vouchſafe 
you his Grace to follow ir. I am far from blaming His | 
or anyone's Preaching the wholſome Moral DoCtrines 
BW of Chriſtianity, and laying it home to men's Conſciences - 
 B- Bur Tought not, if concern'd, to ſuffer, that, when he 
i -pretends to ſpeak to your Ynder/tandings, and eſtablith 
you in Faith, he ſhould bubble his Auditory with _ 
'mpertinent pretences, Injurious to his candid Adverſa- 
ries #ndto Truth, as well as to your felves;: pleaſe and 
Y delude your Fancies with a great ſhew of his Reading, 
2nd little conjeural Reflexions tack't prettily toge-- 
ther ;' and, in the mean time, ſend you away empty-of 
_—_— any Ground which may render you, / or a-- 
ny, Abſolutely Certain, that what you hold-- is jn-' 
ded Chriſt's Dodtrin ; that is, any Ground of perfet ſe- 


Þ curity ; that is, canmo? but be indeed his Doftrinz with-- 


. out being which it ought not be held True. Whereas 
yet, 'tis only this Cerrainty which can give His or.any . 
other Sertnan it's full force and Energy. 
; Tour. Servant in Chriſt, 
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Adyertiſement, The 24 & 3% Carbolick Letters, are to + 
be Sold by M.. Turner at the Lambin High- Zolbourn. 
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